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Opening Prayer
Look upon us, O God,
Creator and ruler of all things,
and, that we may feel the working of your mercy,
grant that we may serve you with all our heart.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Reflecting on Living the Gospel
Jesus is called “the Christ”—Peter is called Satan. Salvation confronts human resistance. Peter had a certain image, belief, expectation of what “the Christ” was
to be, to do. Suffering, rejection, and being killed had nothing to do with Peter’s
Christ. But they have everything to do with the Christ of God. Without a right
understanding of “the Christ,” we cannot, with him, rise to new Life. Alone, the
demands of discipleship would be impossible, the struggle beyond us. But with
God as our help, we can begin to think as God does, not as humans. And how
does God think? Not in terms of beatings, buffets, pain, ridicule, or even death.
God thinks in terms of life and love. God thinks in terms of salvation. God only
wills for us what is good for us and what brings us to new Life. We take up our
own cross daily because this is the way to a share in risen Life.
This gospel makes explicit the parameters of discipleship: self-denial, bearing hardship. It makes equally explicit why in the world anyone would follow
Jesus: because this is the way to have Life. It is no small coincidence that this
gospel begins with the question of Jesus’ identity and then ends with the cost
of discipleship. Identity and discipleship are inextricably related because who
we are, our own self-awareness, shapes how we follow. Our identity through
baptism is that of Body of Christ; by being united with him in identity, we are
also united with him in his life, death, and resurrection. Unlike him, we will not
die on a cross. Like him, we are called to be followers who give themselves for
the good of others.

Closing Prayers
May we remain faithful in following Jesus even when the cost seems great.
May we grow in knowing Jesus better and making his way of life our way of living.
Our Father . . .
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Suggestions for group
and individual use:
1. Pray aloud the opening
prayer (in The Roman Missal
called the “collect”);
2. One person read aloud
the gospel;
3. Each read prayerfully
“Reflecting on Living the
Gospel” and spend some
time in personal prayer;
4. Share together responses
to “For Reflection”;
5. Pray the “Closing Prayers.”
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Gospel
Mark 8:27-35
Jesus and his disciples set out
for the villages of Caesarea Philippi.
Along the way he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that I am?”
They said in reply,
“John the Baptist, others Elijah,
still others one of the prophets.”
And he asked them,
“But who do you say that I am?”
Peter said to him in reply,
“You are the Christ.”
Then he warned them not to tell anyone
about him.
He began to teach them
that the Son of Man must suffer greatly
and be rejected by the elders, the chief
priests, and the scribes,
and be killed, and rise after three days.
He spoke this openly.
Then Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him.
At this he turned around and, looking at
his disciples,
rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind
me, Satan.
You are thinking not as God does, but as
human beings do.”

He summoned the crowd with his
disciples and said to them,
“Whoever wishes to come after me
must deny himself,
take up his cross, and follow me.
For whoever wishes to save his life will
lose it,
but whoever loses his life for my sake
and that of the gospel will save it.”

Readings for the week:
24th Sunday
in Ord.Time
Isa 50:5-9a
Ps 116:1-2,
3-4, 5-6, 8-9
Jas 2:14-18
Mark 8:27-35

Monday
Exaltation
of the Holy
Cross
Num 21:4b-9
Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35,
36-37, 38
Phil 2:6-11
John 3:13-17

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

25th Sunday
in Ord.Time

1 Tim 3:1-13
Ps 101:1b-2ab,
2cd-3ab, 5, 6
John 19:25-27 or
Luke 2:33-35

1 Tim 3:14-16
Ps 111:1-2, 3-4,
5-6
Luke 7:31-35

1 Tim 4:12-16
Ps 111:7-8, 9, 10
Luke 7:36-50

1 Tim 6:2c-12
Ps 49:6-7, 8-10,
17-18, 19-20
Luke 8:1-3

1 Tim 6:13-16
Ps 100:1b-2, 3,
4, 5
Luke 8:4-15

Wis 2:12, 17-20
Ps 54:3-4, 5, 6, 8
Jas 3:16–4:3
Mark 9:30-37

